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W E ’ R E  N O W  P A R T N E R I N G  W I T H  C O U R T W A T C H  D C !

We are looking for volunteers passionate about criminal justice
reform. Help us create a fairer system by joining our efforts in

advocacy, court-watching, and community outreach.

Join us for a rewarding experience where your time can truly make a difference. Dive into a bit of study
about how hearings work, then enjoy a few afternoons of hands-on practice guided by experienced

courtwatchers. It's an opportunity to engage with the justice system firsthand, contributing to
transparency and fairness. If courtwatching isn't for you, fear not! We offer a variety of other projects

where you can also make a meaningful impact. Join us today and be a part of positive change.

Retired community
members

High school seniors

Law Students

College Students

We need...

We are excited to announce that
sister orgs Courtwatch PG and

Courtwatch DC are in collaboration!
We are thrilled to be working with
them and look forward to growing

together and making a greater
impact in our communities

https://courtwatchpg.com/
https://www.courtwatchdc.org/
https://www.mobilize.us/lifeafterrelease/event/623829/
https://www.mobilize.us/lifeafterrelease/event/623829/
https://www.mobilize.us/lifeafterrelease/event/623829/
https://www.mobilize.us/lifeafterrelease/event/623829/
https://www.mobilize.us/lifeafterrelease/event/623829/
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WORDS FROM OUR FOUNDER

O U R  V O T E  I S  N O T  A  V A L E N T I N E  O R  A  L O V E
L E T T E R ,  I T  I S  R A T H E R  A  T O O L  T H A T  W E  U S E  T O

P U T  P E O P L E  I N  O F F I C E  T H A T  W E  C A N  T H E N
H O L D  A C C O U N T A B L E  F O R  T H E  L I B E R A T I O N  O F

O U R  P E O P L E .  V O T I N G  I S  T H E  S T A R T  O F  A N
A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  R E L A T I O N S H I P .   

“ T H E  W A Y  T O  R I G H T  W R O N G S  I S  T O  T U R N  T H E
L I G H T  O F  T R U T H  U P O N  T H E M . ”
―  I D A  B .  W E L L S - B A R N E T T

Q I A N A  J O H N S O N  
 F O U N D E R  A N D  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ,  L I F E  A F T E R  R E L E A S E

 C O - C O N D U C T O R ,  H A R R I E T ’ S  W I L D E S T  D R E A M S

Qiana Johnson
D I D  Y O U  K N O W  T H A T  E V E N  I F  Y O U  H A V E
B E E N  C O N V I C T E D  O F  A  F E L O N Y ,  I F  Y O U
H A V E  C O M P L E T E D  S E R V I N G  A  C O U R T -

O R D E R E D  S E N T E N C E  O F  I M P R I S O N M E N T ,
Y O U  A R E  E L I G I B L E  T O  R E G I S T E R  T O

V O T E ?

C L I C K  H E R E  T O  S E E  I F  Y O U  A R E
R E G I S T E R E D  O R  H E R E  T O  R E G I S T E R !

https://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/index.html?eligibility
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/votersearch
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/votersearch
https://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/application.html


ON SEPTEMBER 7, 2024, LIFE AFTER
RELEASE HOSTED ITS 2ND POST-

CONVICTION FORUM AT THE
CREATIVE SUITLAND ARTS CENTER.

TITLED "BEYOND THE VERDICT," THE
FORUM BROUGHT TOGETHER LEGAL

PROFESSIONALS, COMMUNITY
ADVOCATES, AND FORMERLY

INCARCERATED INDIVIDUALS TO
FOCUS ON PATHWAYS TO POST-

CONVICTION RELIEF. ATTENDEES
WERE ABLE TO GAIN INSIGHTS INTO
NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF

POST-CONVICTION PROCESSES,
SUCH AS EXPUNGEMENTS, PARDONS,

AND RESENTENCING. 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, UNDER THE
LEADERSHIP OF ELIZABETH OYER,

THERE WAS A CONCERTED EFFORT TO
BRING THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
INTO COMMUNITY SPACES. WE WERE

HONORED TO HAVE THEM PARTICIPATE
IN A PANEL AT OUR FORUM.

LIFE AFTER RELEASE’S 2ND POST CONVICTION FORUM
“BEYOND THE VERDICT”

F O R  T H E  S A F E T Y  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y #2SEPT .24

LAR’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR QIANA
JOHNSON, COURTWATCH EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR CARMEN JOHNSON, AND
RETIRED JUDGE ALEX WILLIAMS

LAR’S EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR QIANA
JOHNSON WITH THE STATE’S
ATTORNEY AISHA BRAVEBOY

LAR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR QIANA
JOHNSON, LAR DIRECTOR OF

OPERATIONS RITA GRAY, AND OUR
MISTRESS OF CEREMONY - THE FIRST

FORMERLY INCARCERATED CITY
COUNCIL MEMBER (CHARLOTTE, NC)

TIAWANA BROWN

THE EVENT FOSTERED
NETWORKING

OPPORTUNITIES AND
PROVIDED A PLATFORM FOR

OPEN DIALOGUE ABOUT
REFORMING SYSTEMIC

INJUSTICES WITHIN THE
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. IT

WAS A POWERFUL
GATHERING AIMED AT
EMPOWERING THOSE

AFFECTED BY CONVICTIONS
TO RECLAIM THEIR FUTURES.

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE SPEAKERS 

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE DIFFERENT MEANS OF RELEASE

HEARD AT THE FORUM

https://online.fliphtml5.com/jvnhr/kcxd/#p=9
https://online.fliphtml5.com/jvnhr/kcxd/#p=9
https://online.fliphtml5.com/jvnhr/kcxd/#p=9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i0G6T-W0xONms1oAelurPWPEiMZrGgni25ygWwx42oc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i0G6T-W0xONms1oAelurPWPEiMZrGgni25ygWwx42oc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1i0G6T-W0xONms1oAelurPWPEiMZrGgni25ygWwx42oc/edit


Over the past few years, crime rates in the United States have shown a mix of
changes. While the overall crime rate has decreased, certain types of crimes,
such as robbery and rape, have witnessed an unfortunate uptick.

According to the FBI's Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program, the overall violent
crime rate has shown a decline in recent years. This includes decreases in
homicide and aggravated assault. However, during the same period, robbery
and rape have shown an increase.

This situation raises important questions about the factors contributing to these
trends, and what steps can be taken to address the rise in robbery and rape
cases. Increased public awareness, targeted law enforcement efforts, and
investment in social programs may be potential avenues to explore in tackling
these concerning trends.

Source: Major Cities Chiefs Association, Midyear Comparison 1 January 1 to June 30, 2024, and
2023

VIOLENT CRIME DOWN NATIONWIDE,
UP AND DOWN IN MARYLAND

Courtwatching is taking care of each other. Taking care of
our community. Our loved ones need people like you to help.
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B E T W E E N  A P R I L  1 S T  T O  A U G U S T  3 1 S T ,  C O U R T  W A T C H  P G  W A T C H E D
A N D  C O L L E C T E D  D A T A  O N  6 0 5  B O N D  R E V I E W  C A S E S ,  W H E R E  L O V E D

O N E S  W E R E  B R O U G H T  B E F O R E  A  J U D G E .  E X A M I N I N G  T H E  C H A R G E S  I N
T H E S E  B O N D  R E V I E W  C A S E S  O V E R  T I M E  P R O V I D E S  I N S I G H T S  I N T O  W H Y

L O V E D  O N E S  A R E  B E I N G  A R R E S T E D  A N D  J A I L E D  I N  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y .  

B E T W E E N  A P R I L  A N D  A U G U S T ,  S E C O N D  D E G R E E  A S S A U L T  R E M A I N E D
T H E  M O S T  C O M M O N L Y  C H A R G E D  C R I M E ,  C H A R G E D  3 1 9  T I M E S .  T H E

S E C O N D  M O S T  C O M M O N  C H A R G E  W A S  F I R S T  D E G R E E  A S S A U L T ,
W H I C H  W A S  C H A R G E D  1 5 4  T I M E S .  T H I S  I S  F O L L O W E D  B Y  H A N D G U N  O N

P E R S O N  ( 1 3 4  T I M E S ) ,  T H E F T :  $ 1 0 0  T O  U N D E R  $ 1 , 5 0 0  ( 9 3  T I M E S ) ,  A N D
R O B B E R Y  ( 8 6  T I M E S ) .

W E  A L S O  E X A M I N E D  T H E  F R E Q U E N C Y  O F  T H E S E
C H A R G E S  A S  A  P R O P O R T I O N  O F  T H E  T O T A L  N U M B E R

O F  C H A R G E S  E A C H  M O N T H .  I N  J U N E ,  T H E  F R E Q U E N C Y
O F  A L L  O F  T H E  M O S T  C O M M O N  C H A R G E S  D E C L I N E D ,

W I T H  T H E  E X C E P T I O N  O F  T H E F T  ( $ 1 0 0  T O  U N D E R
$ 1 , 5 0 0 ) ,  W H I C H  S P I K E D  T O  I T S  H I G H E S T  P O I N T .
S E C O N D  D E G R E E  A S S A U L T  R E M A I N S  T H E  M O S T

C O M M O N  C H A R G E  O V E R  T H E  F I V E  M O N T H S ,  M A K I N G
U P  B E T W E E N  1 3  T O  1 7 %  O F  A L L  C H A R G E S  B R O U G H T

A G A I N S T  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S .

COURT WATCH PG HAS GATHERED THE BELOW DATA FROM APRIL TO AUGUST 2024
TO SEE TRENDS IN PRINCE GEORGE COUNTY. 

https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/ucr/publications
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MCCA-Violent-Crime-Report-2024-and-2023-Midyear.pdf
https://majorcitieschiefs.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MCCA-Violent-Crime-Report-2024-and-2023-Midyear.pdf


In March of this year the Maryland House of Delegates gave
overwhelming final approval to its version of a juvenile justice
reform measure that aims to combine accountability and
rehabilitation.

House Speaker Adrienne A. Jones (D-Baltimore County) who
supported the bill stated; “I brought this bill forward because
our juvenile system is clearly failing a small set of children who
are repeat offenders. They are not monsters or teen villains,”
she said. “They’re children and they are increasingly calling out
for our help because they are not getting the services they
need.”
Jones continued: “I know this bill is going to disappoint both
sides of the debate, and I’m comfortable with that reality.
What I’m not comfortable with is the way the debate around
this bill…has been framed. In fact, I’m incredibly disappointed.
We aren’t going to deny children their constitutional rights.”

Those against this bill have stated; “When our children who are
struggling get the support they need, and when programs that
work have the resources necessary to be fully implemented,
public safety will improve for all of us. The Maryland General
Assembly demonstrated this understanding when they spent
the last five years fixing juvenile justice. However, with the
passage of HB 814, leadership and the House Judiciary
Committee have decided to take Maryland back to being
ranked as one of the worst human rights violators of children in
the entire United States. The intentional rollback of the
Juvenile Justice Reform Act comes after just one year, without
any facts, data, or evidence to justify it, and without consulting
all the experts who worked so hard and relied on best
practices, science, and evidence-based approaches that
would actually improve public safety for all of us.

Juvenile law reform seeks to address the unique needs and
challenges faced by youth in the criminal justice system. This
includes implementing programs aimed at reducing
recidivism, offering mental health support, and providing
educational and vocational opportunities for young offenders. 

HB 814 includes s provision that allows children to be
incarcerated before they have even been found guilty, even if
they have only been charged with a misdemeanor. Read more
HB 814 provisions here. Read the entire bill here.

Sources: Maryland Matters
ACLU of Maryland Statement on this bill

Where the pulse of justice beats strong and
stories of impact resonate across our nation's
courtrooms. Whether you're a legal enthusiast,
a concerned citizen, or simply curious about
the stories unfolding in courtrooms across the
country, the National Courtwatch News
Podcast invites you to listen, learn, and engage
with the issues that shape our society's moral
compass.

House Bill 814 Juvenile Law - Reform

Listen to more on this topic
(and others) on our National
Courtwatch News Podcast
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https://youtu.be/qU0xlXUv7Lo?si=sIomQsCJYw2TjwfZ
https://www.aclu-md.org/en/aclu-marylands-advocacy-2024-general-assembly
https://www.aclu-md.org/en/publications/2023-general-assembly-report
https://www.aclu-md.org/en/press-releases/aclu-maryland-statement-house-judiciary-committee-passage-hb-814sb-744
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/Chapters_noln/CH_735_hb0814e.pdf
https://marylandmatters.org/2024/02/09/speaker-jones-we-arent-going-to-deny-children-their-constitutional-rights/
https://www.aclu-md.org/en/press-releases/aclu-maryland-statement-house-judiciary-committee-passage-hb-814sb-744
https://www.youtube.com/@TheNationalCourtwatchNews
https://www.youtube.com/@TheNationalCourtwatchNews


Maryland has recently taken major steps to reform its cannabis laws, embracing
both medical and recreational use while addressing the long-standing impacts of
past cannabis convictions. Under new legislation, adults aged 21 and older can now
legally possess and consume recreational cannabis. Individuals are allowed to have
up to 1.5 ounces of cannabis flowers or 12 grams of cannabis concentrates.
Additionally, Marylanders can grow up to two mature weed plants at home for
personal use. Only licensed dispensaries are permitted to sell cannabis products,
ensuring regulated access.
For medical purposes, registered patients with qualifying conditions can legally use
weed. Patients under 18 require a caregiver to access cannabis, and the Maryland
Marijuana Commission oversees both the recreational and medical programs.

One of the most significant outcomes of these reforms is the pardon of over
175,000 individuals with prior cannabis convictions, announced by Governor Wes
Moore in July 2023. This sweeping action aims to correct the disproportionate
impact of cannabis-related offenses on communities of color. With the legalization
of recreational cannabis, Maryland is also working toward reducing recidivism rates
by automatically expunging simple weed possession charges by July 2024. These
measures are expected to improve access to jobs and housing for those previously
convicted, reducing the likelihood of reoffending.

By shifting resources away from enforcing minor weed laws, Maryland is focusing
more on addressing serious crimes, while also working to correct the inequities
caused by past cannabis-related enforcement. Governor Moore's actions represent
a significant stride toward justice and equity in the state's criminal justice system.
The combination of expunging records, legalizing cannabis, and shifting
enforcement priorities is expected to have a lasting positive impact on
communities affected by the war on drugs.

Maryland Cannabis Reforms: Pardons, Legalization,
and Reducing Recidivism

LEGISLATION TRACKER S T A Y  U P  T O  D A T E  O N  B I L L S  T H A T  W E  H A V E  W R O T E ,  C O W R O T E ,  O R  A R E  S U P P O R T I N G

W E  H A V E  S U B M I T T E D  A  N E W  P I E C E  O F  L E G I S L A T I O N  F O R  T H E  U P C O M I N G  S E S S I O N

M D  F A I R  T A X A T I O N  F O R  R E T U R N I N G  C I T I Z E N S  A C T ,  W R I T T E N  B Y  H E L P I N G  O U R S E L V E S  T O  T R A N S F O R M  A N D  L I F E
A F T E R  R E L E A S E  

T H E  M A R Y L A N D  F A I R  T A X A T I O N  F O R  R E T U R N I N G  C I T I Z E N S  A C T  I S  A  P R O P O S A L  D E S I G N E D  T O  H E L P  I N D I V I D U A L S
R E I N T E G R A T I N G  I N T O  S O C I E T Y  B Y  A D D R E S S I N G  T H E  F I N A N C I A L  C H A L L E N G E S  T H E Y  F A C E  D U E  T O  S T A T E  T A X
D E B T S  A C C R U E D  D U R I N G  I N C A R C E R A T I O N .  I T  S E E K S  T O  F R E E Z E  T A X E S  A N D  H A L T  I N T E R E S T  A C C U M U L A T I O N

W H I L E  P E O P L E  A R E  I N  P R I S O N ,  P R E V E N T I N G  A D D I T I O N A L  F I N A N C I A L  P E N A L T I E S .  T H I S  H E L P S  R E T U R N I N G
C I T I Z E N S  A V O I D  B U R D E N S  L I K E  L O S I N G  A C C E S S  T O  D R I V E R ' S  L I C E N S E S  O R  V E H I C L E  R E G I S T R A T I O N  D U E  T O

U N P A I D  T A X E S ,  T H E R E B Y  P R O M O T I N G  E C O N O M I C  S T A B I L I T Y  A N D  R E D U C I N G  R E C I D I V I S M ​
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We are happy to have
the Cannabis

Councilman, Martin
Mitchell, as part of
the Life After Release

Team

We hope to educate the
community, promote

transparency, and advocate
for equitable and fair
cannabis policies. Stay
tuned for updates as we

push for impactful change!



S U M M A R Y  O N  V I S I T S  O F  D I S T R I C T  C O U R T S

W E  P U T  T O G E T H E R  A  “ C A L L  T O  A C T I O N ”  O N  S O C I A L  M E D I A  T O  G A I N  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  I N  J O I N I N G  U S
A T  T H E S E  H E A R I N G S ,  T H E S E  P O S T S  G A R N E R E D  O V E R  5 0 0  H I T S .  U P O N  A R R I V A L  T O  T H E S E  C O U R T S ,  W E  W E R E  S H O C K E D

T O  S E E  O N L Y  2 - 3  P E O P L E  L I S T E D  O N  T H E  D O C K E T  F O R  T H E  D A Y .  W H I L E  W E  D O N ’ T  W A N T  T O  S E E  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y
M E M B E R S  J A I L E D ,  T H I S  S T O O D  O U T  A S  O D D .  O U R  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R  M A D E  T H E  D E C I S I O N  T O  R E V I S I T  O N E  O F  T H E S E

C O U N T I E S ,  T H I S  T I M E  U N A N N O U N C E D ,  A N D  W E  W E R E  S H O C K E D  T O  S E E  A  M U C H  M O R E  “ N O R M A L ”  D O C K E T  S I Z E .  T H I S
L E A D S  U S  T O  B E L I E V E  T H A T  T H E Y  K N E W  W E  W E R E  C O M I N G  A N D  P R E P A R R E D  F O R  I T .  

W E  A L S O  R E A L I Z E D  T H A T  J U D G E S  I N T E R P R E T  T H E  L A W  D I F F E R E N T L Y .  T H E  V A R Y I N G  I N T E R P R E T A T I O N S  O F  M A R Y L A N D
R U L E  4 - 2 1 6 . 1  B Y  J U D G E S  A R E  T R O U B L I N G  A N D  D A N G E R O U S  F O R  I N D I V I D U A L S  A P P E A R I N G  I N  C O U R T .  T H I S  R U L E ,  W H I C H

G O V E R N S  P R E T R I A L  R E L E A S E  C O N D I T I O N S ,  I S  I N T E N D E D  T O  E N S U R E  F A I R N E S S  I N  S E T T I N G  B A I L  O R  B O N D .  H O W E V E R ,
S U B J E C T I V E  R U L I N G S  A N D  P E R S O N A L  B I A S E S  C A N  L E A D  T O  I N C O N S I S T E N T  O U T C O M E S ,  A S  O N E  J U D G E  M I G H T  D E E M  A N

I N D I V I D U A L  F I T  F O R  P R E T R I A L  R E L E A S E  W H I L E  A N O T H E R ,  U N D E R  S I M I L A R  C I R C U M S T A N C E S ,  M I G H T  I M P O S E  H I G H E R
B A I L  O R  D E N Y  R E L E A S E  A L T O G E T H E R .  S U C H  D I S C R E P A N C I E S  M E A N  T H A T  T W O  P E O P L E  I N  S I M I L A R  S I T U A T I O N S  C O U L D

F A C E  V A S T L Y  D I F F E R E N T  O U T C O M E S  B A S E D  O N  A  J U D G E ’ S  P E R S P E C T I V E ,  I M P A C T I N G  T H E I R  L I B E R T Y  A N D  F U T U R E .  T H I S
U N P R E D I C T A B I L I T Y  N O T  O N L Y  A F F E C T S  I N D I V I D U A L S '  A B I L I T Y  T O  P R E P A R E  F O R  T R I A L  O R  R E T U R N  T O  T H E I R

C O M M U N I T Y  B U T  A L S O  H I G H L I G H T S  T H E  N E E D  F O R  S T A N D A R D I Z E D  P R A C T I C E S  T O  M I T I G A T E  T H E  R I S K  O F  O U T C O M E S
B E I N G  S W A Y E D  M O R E  B Y  P E R S O N A L  V I E W S  T H A N  B Y  L E G A L  S T A N D A R D S .

W E ' V E  O B S E R V E D  T H A T  O U R  O N G O I N G  P R E S E N C E  A T  T H E  P R I N C E  G E O R G E ' S  C O U N T Y  C O U R T H O U S E  H A S  L E D  T O  A
G R O W I N G  M U T U A L  R E S P E C T  B E T W E E N  U S  A N D  T H E  C O U R T  S T A F F .  O V E R  T I M E ,  O U R  C O N S I S T E N T  I N V O L V E M E N T  H A S

A L L O W E D  U S  T O  B U I L D  A  R A P P O R T ,  M A K I N G  O U R  R O L E  I N  T H E  C O U R T R O O M  A  R E C O G N I Z E D  A N D  V A L U E D  P A R T  O F  T H E
J U D I C I A L  P R O C E S S .  T H I S  D E V E L O P M E N T  U N D E R S C O R E S  T H E  C R U C I A L  R O L E  O F  C O U R T W A T C H I N G  I N  M A I N T A I N I N G

J U D I C I A L  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y .
T H E  M U T U A L  R E S P E C T  W E ' V E  G A R N E R E D  R E F L E C T S  T H E  P O S I T I V E  I M P A C T  O F  H A V I N G  A  V I S I B L E ,  C O N S I S T E N T

O B S E R V E R  I N  T H E  C O U R T R O O M .  I T  S U G G E S T S  T H A T  W H E N  C O U R T W A T C H I N G  I S  A  R E G U L A R  P A R T  O F  T H E  J U D I C I A L
L A N D S C A P E ,  I T  F O S T E R S  A  C U L T U R E  O F  T R A N S P A R E N C Y  A N D  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y .  T H I S  E N V I R O N M E N T  H E L P S  E N S U R E

T H A T  J U D I C I A L  P R O C E E D I N G S  A R E  C O N D U C T E D  F A I R L Y  A N D  W I T H  R E S P E C T  F O R  A L L  P A R T I E S  I N V O L V E D ,  U L T I M A T E L Y
C O N T R I B U T I N G  T O  A  S A F E R  A N D  M O R E  J U S T  C O M M U N I T Y .

O U R  E X P E R I E N C E  H I G H L I G H T S  A  B R O A D E R  N E E D  F O R  E X P A N D E D  C O U R T W A T C H I N G  E F F O R T S  A C R O S S  T H E  S T A T E .  B Y
E S T A B L I S H I N G  A  P R E S E N C E  I N  M O R E  C O U R T R O O M S ,  W E  C A N  R E P L I C A T E  T H I S  E F F E C T  A N D  E N S U R E  T H A T  M O R E

C O M M U N I T I E S  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E  O V E R S I G H T  A N D  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  T H A T  C O M E S  W I T H  I T .  T H E  R E C O G N I T I O N  A N D
R E S P E C T  W E ' V E  A C H I E V E D  A T  T H E  P R I N C E  G E O R G E ' S  C O U N T Y  C O U R T H O U S E  S E R V E  A S  A  M O D E L  F O R  H O W

C O N S I S T E N T ,  R E S P E C T F U L  C O U R T W A T C H I N G  C A N  H E L P  U P H O L D  J U S T I C E  A N D  E N H A N C E  P U B L I C  T R U S T  I N  T H E  
L E G A L  S Y S T E M .

S T .  M A R Y ’ S  C O U N T YC A L V E R T  C O U N T Y

T H I S  S U M M E R ,  C O U R T W A T C H  P G  P A R T N E R E D  W I T H  V E R A  T O
O B S E R V E  B O N D  H E A R I N G S  I N  S E V E R A L  M A R Y L A N D  C O U N T I E S ,
I N C L U D I N G  S T .  M A R Y ’ S ,  C A L V E R T ,  A N D  C H A R L E S  C O U N T I E S .
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C O U R T  W A T C H I N G  A N D  C O U R T  S U P P O R T I N G  A R E  B O T H  C R U C I A L ,
T H O U G H  F O R  D I F F E R E N T  R E A S O N S .  C O U R T  W A T C H I N G  U P H O L D S
T R A N S P A R E N C Y  A N D  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  I N  T H E  J U D I C I A L  S Y S T E M

B Y  I N D E P E N D E N T L Y  O B S E R V I N G  A N D  D O C U M E N T I N G  C O U R T
P R O C E E D I N G S .  T H I S  O V E R S I G H T  C A N  U N C O V E R  B I A S ,

P R O C E D U R A L  I S S U E S ,  O R  S Y S T E M I C  F L A W S ,  F O S T E R I N G  L E G A L
R E F O R M  A N D  D E T E R R I N G  M I S C O N D U C T ,  U L T I M A T E L Y  E N S U R I N G

J U S T I C E  I S  S E R V E D .  C O U R T  S U P P O R T I N G ,  M E A N W H I L E ,  F O C U S E S
O N  D I R E C T L Y  H E L P I N G  I N D I V I D U A L S  I N V O L V E D  I N  C O U R T  C A S E S

B Y  P R O V I D I N G  C R I T I C A L  A S S I S T A N C E ,  S U C H  A S  E X P L A I N I N G
L E G A L  P R O C E D U R E S ,  C O N N E C T I N G  T H E M  W I T H  L E G A L

R E S O U R C E S ,  A N D  O F F E R I N G  E M O T I O N A L  S U P P O R T .  T H I S  H E L P S
L E V E L  T H E  P L A Y I N G  F I E L D ,  E N S U R I N G  A L L  I N D I V I D U A L S  C A N

N A V I G A T E  T H E  L E G A L  S Y S T E M  E F F E C T I V E L Y ,  R E G A R D L E S S  O F
T H E I R  R E S O U R C E S .

McKayla is a formerly
incarcerated organizer
committed to abolishing the
prison industrial complex and
dismantling the school to prison.
Her motivation to be the work is
rooted in liberation, freedom and
Black Joy.

We are
excited to
welcome
aboard,
Mckayla

C O U R T W A T C H I N G  V E R S U S  C O U R T  S U P P O R T
W H A T  I S  T H E  D I F E R E N C E  A N D
W H Y  A R E  T H E Y  I M P O R T A N T ?

C O U R T  W A T C H I N G  I N V O L V E S  O B S E R V I N G
A N D  D O C U M E N T I N G  C O U R T  P R O C E E D I N G S ,
O F T E N  W I T H  A  F O C U S  O N  T R A N S P A R E N C Y
A N D  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y .  C O U R T W A T C H E R S

A T T E N D  H E A R I N G S ,  T A K E  N O T E S ,  A N D
R E P O R T  O N  W H A T  T H E Y  S E E  T O  T H E  P U B L I C
O R  T O  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  C O N C E R N E D  W I T H
L E G A L  R E F O R M .  T H E I R  G O A L  I S  T O  E N S U R E
T H A T  T H E  J U D I C I A L  P R O C E S S  I S  F A I R  A N D
T H A T  A N Y  I R R E G U L A R I T I E S  O R  I N J U S T I C E S

A R E  H I G H L I G H T E D .

C O U R T  S U P P O R T I N G  I S  M O R E  A B O U T  A C T I V E L Y
A S S I S T I N G  I N D I V I D U A L S  I N V O L V E D  I N  C O U R T
C A S E S ,  T Y P I C A L L Y  B Y  O F F E R I N G  E M O T I O N A L

S U P P O R T ,  A D V O C A C Y ,  O R  P R A C T I C A L  H E L P .  T H I S
M I G H T  I N V O L V E  H E L P I N G  P E O P L E  U N D E R S T A N D
C O U R T  P R O C E D U R E S ,  P R O V I D I N G  R E S O U R C E S

F O R  L E G A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N ,  O R  O F F E R I N G
M O R A L  S U P P O R T  T O  D E F E N D A N T S  O R  P L A I N T I F F S

D U R I N G  T H E I R  P R O C E E D I N G S .  C O U R T
S U P P O R T E R S  A I M  T O  E M P O W E R  I N D I V I D U A L S

A N D  E N S U R E  T H E Y  H A V E  T H E  A S S I S T A N C E  T H E Y
N E E D  T O  N A V I G A T E  T H E  L E G A L  S Y S T E M

E F F E C T I V E L Y .
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 C A R M E N  J O H N S O N !  
W E  H O P E  Y O U R  S P E C I A L  D A Y  O N  S E P T E M B E R

1 5 T H  W A S  A S  R E M A R K A B L E  A S  Y O U  A R E .
Y O U R  L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  D E D I C A T I O N  I N S P I R E

U S  E V E R Y  D A Y ,  A N D  W E ’ R E  S O  G R A T E F U L
F O R  A L L  Y O U  D O  F O R  C O U R T W A T C H  P G .

W I S H I N G  Y O U  A  Y E A R  A H E A D  F I L L E D  W I T H
J O Y ,  S U C C E S S ,  A N D  E V E R Y T H I N G  T H A T

M A K E S  Y O U  H A P P Y !

F I O N A  A P P L E ,
T H O U G H  A  B I T  L A T E ,  W E  C O U L D N ’ T  L E T

S E P T E M B E R  1 3 T H  P A S S  W I T H O U T  S E N D I N G
Y O U  W A R M  W I S H E S .  Y O U  C O N T I N U E  T O

T O U C H  O U R  L I V E S  I N  P R O F O U N D  W A Y S .  M A Y
T H E  Y E A R  A H E A D  B E  F I L L E D  W I T H

C R E A T I V I T Y ,  I N S P I R A T I O N ,  A N D  A L L  T H E
L O V E  Y O U  D E S E R V E !

W E  T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  C O N T R I B U T I O N S
T O  C O U R T W A T C H  P G

A L Y I M A  W I L L I A M S

W E  A R E  D E L I G H T E D  T O  A C K N O W L E D G E  A L Y I M A  A S
O U R  C O U R T W A T C H  P G  F E L L O W  A T  L I F E  A F T E R
R E L E A S E .  A L Y  I S  A  D E D I C A T E D  A N D  D I L I G E N T

W O R K E R ,  C H A R A C T E R I Z E D  B Y  H E R  Q U I E T  D E M E A N O R
A N D  S H A R P  I N T E L L E C T .  H E R  T H O U G H T F U L  N A T U R E

A N D  B R I L L I A N T  M I N D  E N A B L E  H E R  T O  A N A L Y Z E
S I T U A T I O N S  W I T H  P R E C I S I O N  W H I L E  M A I N T A I N I N G  A N

A W A R E N E S S  O F  T H E  B I G G E R  P I C T U R E .  A S  A N  I D E A -
D R I V E N  V I S I O N A R Y ,  S H E  C O N S I S T E N T L Y  B R I N G S

V A L U A B L E  P E R S P E C T I V E S  A N D  I N N O V A T I V E
S O L U T I O N S  T O  O U R  T E A M .  A L Y I M A ’ S  C O N T R I B U T I O N S
A R E  D E E P L Y  A P P R E C I A T E D ,  A N D  S H E  H A S  E A R N E D  T H E
A D M I R A T I O N  A N D  R E S P E C T  O F  H E R  C O L L E A G U E S  A N D
P E E R S .  W E  A R E  I N C R E D I B L Y  F O R T U N A T E  T O  H A V E  H E R

A S  P A R T  O F  O U R  T E A M .  W E  L O V E  Y O U  A L Y . . .  

# 1
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Get Out the Vote!
2

3.
6.
7.

11.

13.

14.

15.

Across
1.

2.

4.

5.
8.

9.

10.
12.

Down
The right to vote in political elections.
The process of signing up to be eligible to vote.
A meeting of supporters or members of a specific
political party or movement.
Held to select candidates for a particular political
party. (2 words)
The systematic initiation of direct contact with
individuals, usually for political campaigning.
Group of people representing the states, who
formally cast votes for the president. (2 words)
A person currently holding a political office.

Manipulating electoral district boundaries for
political advantage.
The percentage of eligible voters who participate
in an election.
A ballot used when there are questions about a
voter’s eligibility. (2 words)
Paper or electronic method for casting a vote.
A direct vote in which an entire electorate is
invited to vote on a particular proposal.
Organized effort to influence the decision-making
process within a specific group.
Location where voting takes place. (2 words)
Type of vote submitted by mail when a voter is
unable to attend in person.
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A S  W E  G E A R  U P  F O R  O U R  N E X T  P O S T
C O N V I C T I O N  F O R U M ,  W E ' R E  R E A C H I N G  O U T  T O

A S K  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T .  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y
C A N  T R U L Y  M A K E  A  W O R L D  O F  D I F F E R E N C E  I N

O U R  M I S S I O N  T O  P R O M O T E  J U S T I C E  A N D
R E F O R M .  B Y  D O N A T I N G  T O D A Y ,  Y O U ' R E

H E L P I N G  U S  B U I L D  A  B R I G H T E R  F U T U R E  F O R
T H O S E  I N  N E E D .  E V E R Y  C O N T R I B U T I O N ,  N O

M A T T E R  T H E  S I Z E ,  C O U N T S .  J O I N  U S  I N  M A K I N G
A  P O S I T I V E  I M P A C T  –  D O N A T E  N O W  A N D  B E  A

P A R T  O F  T H E  C H A N G E .
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  G E N E R O S I T Y !

S U P P O R T  O U R  P O S T  C O N V I C T I O N  M O V E M E N T :
Y O U R  C O N T R I B U T I O N  M A T T E R S !
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